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8/10 Telegraph expert rating  
“It’s not just the Golden Gate Bridge views that make this smart boutique hotel 
special. Planted in the heart of San Francisco’s Presidio national park, the  
surrounding forest and coast envelop guests in the city’s natural beauty.”  
 
9/10 Location 
As the San Francisco hotel that’s closest to the Golden Gate Bridge, Lodge At The 
Presidio offers excellent views. But there’s lots more to love about the location, in 
the beating heart of Presidio national park. Today the Presidio offers forested 
hiking trails, bayfront biking paths, beaches and museums. 
 
The 42-room hotel faces the Presidio’s Main Parade Ground, a sprawling lawn 
that hosts the popular Presidio Picnic on Sundays (March to October). The family-
friendly event offers food trucks, live music, bar tents and free yoga.The PresidiGo 
shuttle bus, found only steps from the hotel, makes the five-mile journey to 
downtown for free. 



8/10 Style & Character  
Starting life as a military barracks in the 1890s, the red-brick building is now 
outfitted with modern interiors. The lobby has several cosy areas for socialising, 
with leather sofas, rich wood cabinets and coffee tables. Original art, historic 
photographs and various curios nod to its military past. 
 
The overall palette is fresh but classic in various shades of grey, white and blue. 
Guests can admire the park from wooden rockers on the hotel’s front porch, or 
gather around the firepit on the back patio as evening draws in. However, 
although there’s a great view of the Golden Gate Bridge from the patio, it’s also 
close to a busy freeway. 
 
7/10 Service & Facilities  
The hotel dining room serves a continental breakfast and daily afternoon wine 
and cheese reception, but no meals. Complimentary board games can be 
borrowed from the front desk. Hotel guests may also access the Presidio YMCA’s 
fitness facilities for free. Gym, yoga and fitness classes are a five-minute walk 
away. 
 
The YMCA’s Olympic-sized pool is a further five-minute stroll from there. The 
Lodge has a limited number of bicycles for guest use on a complimentary, first-
come, first-served basis. Staff can also arrange in-room massages. Service is 
friendly, but a little hands-off. 
 
8/10 Rooms  
Guests won’t struggle for a good view. In-demand View King rooms gaze directly 
onto the Golden Gate Bridge (though take in the nearby freeway as well). 
Standard and Deluxe rooms either give good glimpses of the landmark, or else the 
downtown skyline. Standard rooms are of a good size. 
 
Warm colours and fabrics create contemporary comfort: smart wood and leather 
furnishings; navy-hued carpet and accent walls. Wardrobes are small, but there 
are additional wall hooks for hanging clothes. A thoughtfully curated minibar is 
mostly locally sourced, and there’s a Cuisinart coffee-maker for brewing 
complimentary, locally-roasted Equator coffee grounds. A tea selection from San 
Francisco’s organic tea label Tea & Company is also provided free of charge.  



Bathrooms are generously sized, and most offer a combined rainshower/bathtub. 
Products are from organic company EO. 
 
8/10 Food & Drink  
A self-serve buffet breakfast features quality pastries, cheeses and charcuterie 
from local producers. While the large dining room is a pleasant place to indulge 
(particularly by the fireplace), many guests choose to enjoy breakfast on the 
porch.   
    
Though the hotel lacks a restaurant, the Presidio has several dining options, from 
high-end restaurants to simple cafés. Try decent pub grub and a lengthy list of 
craft beers at Sessions, a leafy 15-minute amble from the Lodge. 
 
7/10 Value for money  
Double rooms from around $314 (£241) year-round. Breakfast included. Free Wi-
Fi. 
 
Access for guests with disabilities? 
The hotel has two rooms that have been adapted for guests with disabilities. 
 
Family-friendly? 
Both the surrounding park and weekly Presidio Picnic are ideal for families. 
Rollaway beds are provided complimentary, though room rates are based on 
double occupancy; additional guests aged 16 or older incur an extra $25 (£19) per 
night. There are seven suites that sleep four and a family suite that sleeps six. No 
connecting rooms aside from the family suite, which connects to a King. 
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